


By Z. MILLER/L. TANNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chil- 
dren ages 5 to 11 will soon 
be able to get aq COVID-19 
shot at their pediatrician’s 
office, local pharmacy 
and potentially even their 
school, the White House 
said Wednesday as If de- 
tailed plans for the expect- 
ed authorization of the 
Pfizer shot for elementary 
school youngsters in a mat- 
ter of weeks.Federal regula- 
tors will meet over the next 
two weeks to weigh the 
safety and effectiveness of 
giving low-dose shots to the 
roughly 28 milllon children 
in that age group. Within 
hours of formal approval, 
which is expected after the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion signs off and a Cent- 
ers for Disease Control and 
Prevention advisory panel 
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meets on Nov. 2-3, millions 
of doses will begin going 
out to providers across the 
country, along with the 
smaller needles needed 
for injecting young chil- 
dren. Within days of that, 
the vaccine will be ready 
to go into arms on a wide 
scale. “We're completing 
the operational planning 
to ensure vaccinations for 
kids ages 5 to 11 are availa- 
ble, easy and convenient,” 
White House COVID-19 co- 
ordinator Jeff Zients said. 
“We're going to be ready, 
pending the FDA and CDC 
decision.” The Pfizer vac- 
cine requires two doses 
three weeks apart and a 
two-week wait for full pro- 
tection to kick in, mean- 
ing the first youngsters in 
line will be fully covered by 
Christmas. 

some parents can hardly 
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In this May 19, 2021 file photo, Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine doses are prepared for members of the 
community 12 years and up, at a clinic held by Community of Hope, outside the Washington 
School for Girls in southeast Washington. 

Associated Press 


wait. Dr. Sterling Ransone 
said his rural Deltaville, Vir- 
ginia, office is already get- 


ting calls from people ask- 
ing for appointments for 
their children and saying, “| 


want my shot now.” 


Continued on Page 2 
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White House details plans to vaccinate 28M children age 5-11 


Continued from Front 


“Judging by the number of 
calls, | think we’re going to 
be slammed for the first sev- 
eral weeks,” said Ransone, 
president of the American 
Academy of Family Physi- 
cians. 

Justin Shady, a film and 
TV writer in Chicago, said 
his 6-year-old daughter, 
Grey, got nervous when he 
told her she would be get- 
ting the shots soon. But he 
is bribing her with a trip to 
Disney World, and “she’s alll 
In.’ 

The family likes to travel, 
“we really just want to get 
back in the swing of seeing 
the world,’’ Shady said. 

As for youngsters under 5, 
Pfizer and Moderna are 
studying their vaccines in 
children down to 6 months 
old, with results exoected 
later in the year. 

The Biden administration 
noted that the expansion 
of shots to children’ un- 
der 12 will not look like the 
start of the country’s vac- 
cine rollout 10 months ago, 
when limited doses and in- 
adequate capacity meant 
a painstaking wait for many 
Americans. 

The country now has ample 
supplies of the Pfizer shot to 
vaccinate the children who 
will soon be eligible, offi- 
cials said, and they have 
been working for months to 
ensure widespread availa- 
bility of shots. About 15 mil- 
lion doses will be shioped to 
providers across the U.S. in 
the first week after approv- 
al, the White House said. 
More than 25,000 pediatri- 
cians and primary care pro- 
viders have already signed 
on to dispense the vac- 
cine to elementary school 
children, the White House 
said, in addition to the tens 
of thousands of drugstores 
that are already adminis- 
tering shots to adults. 


Hundreds of school- and 


community-based — clinics 
will also be funded and 
supported by the Federal 





Israeli city of Rishon LeZion. 


Emergency Management 
Agency to help speed the 
Orocess. 

In addition to doctors’ of- 
fices, schools are likely be 
popular spots for the shots. 
In Maryland, state offi- 
cials have offered to help 
schools set up vaccination 
Clinics. 

Denver's public schools 
plan to hold mass vaccli- 
nation events for young 
children, along with smaller 
clinics offering shots during 
the school day and in the 
evenings. Chicago’s public 
health department is work- 
ing closely with schools, 
which have already been 
hosting vaccination events 
for students age 12 and 
older and their families. 

The White House is also 
preparing a_ stepped-up 
campaign to educate par- 
ents and children about 
the safety of the shots and 
the ease of getting them. 


As has been the case for 
adult vaccinations, the ad- 
ministration believes trusted 
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In this June 6, 2021 file photo, a youth receives a Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in the central 


messengers — educators, 
doctors and community 
leaders — will be vital fo 
encouraging vaccinations. 
Dr. Lisa Reed, medical di- 
rector for family medicine 
at MAHEC, a western North 
Carolina safety net provid- 
er that serves patients from 
rural Appalachia and more 
urban Communities such as 
the tourist town of Asheville, 
said it is going to take ef- 
fort fo get some families on 
board. 

Reed said she lives “in a 
community that has a lot of 
vaccine hesitancy, unfortu- 
nately.” 

“Some have lower health 
literacy or belong to ethnic 
groups that are more hesi- 
tant in general’’ because 
of a history of mistrust, she 
said. And Asheville, she 
said, has a sizeable popu- 
lation of well-educated 
adults who are longtime 
vaccine skeptics. 


While children run a lower 
risk than older people of 
getting seriously ill from 


Associated Press 


COVID-19, at least 637 peo- 
ple age 18 or under have 
died from the virus in the 
U.S., according to the CDC. 
Six million U.S. children 
been infected, 1 million of 
them since early Septem- 
ber amid the spread of the 
more contagious delta var- 
iant, the American Acad- 
emy of Pediatrics says. 

Health officials believe that 
expanding the vaccine 
drive will not only curb the 
alarming number of infec- 
tions in children but also 
reduce the spread of the 
virus to vulnerable adults. It 
could also help schools stay 
open and youngsters get 
back on track academi- 
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cally, and contribute to the 
nation’s broader recovery 
from the pandemic. 
“COVID has also disruoted 
our kids’ lives. It’s made 
school harder, It’s disrupted 
their ability to see friends 
and family, it’s made youth 
sports more challenging,” 
U.S. Surgeon General Dr. 
Vivek Murthy told NBC. 
“Getting our kids vacci- 
nated, we have the pros- 
pect of protecting them, 
but also getting all of those 
activities back that are so 
important to our children.” 
Murthy said the administra- 
tion, which is imposing vac- 
cine mandates for millions 
of adults, is leaving it up to 
state and local officials to 
decide whether to require 
schoolchildren to get vac- 
cinated. But he said such 
measures would be “a rea- 
sonable thing to consider.” 
“It's also consistent with 
what we've done for other 
childhood vaccines, like 
measles, mumps, polio,” he 
sald. 

The U.S. has purchased 65 
million doses of the Pfizer 
pediatric shot, which Is ex- 
pected to be one-third the 
dose given to adults and 
adolescents, according to 
officials. 

They will be shipped in 
smaller packages of about 
100 doses each, so that 
more providers can deliver 
them, and they won't re- 
quire the super-cold_ stor- 
age that the adult version 
did at first. 

About 219 million Ameri- 
cans age 12 and up, or 
66% of the total population, 
have received a COVID-19 
shot, and nearly 190 million 
are fully vaccinated.) 
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Nikolas Cruz pleads guilty to 2018 Parkland school massacre 


By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 
— Nikolas Cruz pleaded 
guilty Wednesday to mur- 
dering 17 people during a 
rampage at his former high 
school in Parkland, Florida, 
leaving a jury to decide 
whether he will be execut- 
ed for one of the nation’s 
deadliest school shootings. 
Relatives of the victims who 
sat in the courtroom and 
watched the hearing via 
Zoom broke down in tears 
and held hands across 
families as Cruz entered his 
pleas and later apologized 
for his crimes. 

“Today we saw a cold and 
calculating killer confess to 
the murder of my daughter 
Gina and 16 other innocent 
victims at their school,” 
said Tony Montalto. His 
daughter was 14 and sit- 
ting outside her classroom 
when Cruz shot her at close 
range numerous times. “His 
guilty pleas are the first step 
in the judicial process but 
there is no change for my 
family. Our bright, beauti- 
ful, and beloved daughter 
Gina Is gone while her killer 
still enjoys the blessing of life 
IN prison.” 

The guilty pleas will set 
the stage for a penalty 
trial in which 12 jurors will 
determine whether Cruz, 
23, should be sentenced 
to death or life in prison 
without parole. Given the 
case's notoriety, Circuit 
Judge Elizabeth Scherer 
plans to screen thousands 
of prospective jurors. Jury 





Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooter Nikolas Cruz is shown seated at the defense 


table as he is in court to plead guilty to all 17 counts of premeditated murder and 17 counts of 
attempted murder in the 2018 shootings, at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla. on Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021. 


selection is scheduled to 
begin on Jan. 4. 

Cruz entered his pleas af- 
ter answering a long list 
of questions from Scherer 
aimed at confirming his 
mental competency. He 
was Charged with 17 counts 
of murder and 17 counts 
of attempted first-degree 
murder for those wounded 
in the Feb. 14, 2018, attack 
at Marjory Stoneman Doug- 
las High School in Parkland, 
located just outside Fort 
Lauderdale. 

As several parents shook 
their heads, Cruz apolo- 
gized, saying, “I’m very sor- 
ry for what | did. ... | can’t 
live with myself sometimes.” 
He also added that he 
wished if was up fo the sur- 
vivors to determine wheth- 
er he lived or died. 


Parents scoffed at Cruz's 
statement as they left 
the courtroom, saying it 
seemed self-serving and 
aimed at eliciting unearned 
sympathy. Gena Hoyer, 
whose 15-year-old son Luke 
died in the shooting, saw It 
as part of a defense strat- 
egy “to keep a violent, evil 
person off death row.” 

She said her son was “a 
sweet young man who had 
a life ahead of him and the 
person you saw in there to- 
day chose to take his life. 
He does not deserve life in 
prison.” 

Anthony Borges, a former 
Stoneman Douglas student 
who was shot five times 
and severely wounded, 
told reporters after the 
hearing that he accepted 
Cruz's apology, but noted 


Groups want U.S. to suspend oil leases 
off California coast 


HUNTINGTON BEACH, Ca- 
lif. (AP) — A group of envi- 
ronmental organizations is 
demanding the Biden aa- 
ministration susoend and 
cancel oil and gas leases 
In tederal waters off the 
California coast after a re- 
cent crude oil spill. 

The Center for Biological 
Diversity and about three 
dozen organizations sent a 
petition Wednesday to the 
Department of the Interior, 
arguing it has the author- 
ity to end these leases. The 


groups say offshore drilling 
threatens wildlife, — fisher- 
ies and tourism and the 
decades-old platforms off 
the coast of California are 
especially susceptible to 
problems due to their age. 
The move comes several 
weeks after an undersea 
pipeline that shuttles oll 
from offshore platforms to 
the coast leaked about 
25,000 gallons (94,635 liters) 
of crude into the ocean off 
Orange County. 

“Federal officials have the 


power and the duty fo 
stop the oil industry from 
killing our birds, fouling our 
beaches and polluting our 
climate,” Emily Jeffers, an 
attorney for the Center for 
Biological Diversity, said in 
a statement. “The Biden 
administration needs to 
bring the hammer down 
on offshore drilling in Cali- 
fornia’s federal waters.” 
The Department of the 
Interior declined to com- 
ment on the petition. 

The department is required 
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that it was not up to him to 
decide the confessed mur- 
derer’s fate. 

“He made a decision to 
shoot the school,” Borges 
said. “| am not God to 
make the decision to kill 
him or not. That’s not my 
decision. My decision is to 
be a better person and to 
change the world for ev- 
ery kid. | don’t want this to 
happen to anybody again. 
It hurts. It hurts. It really hurts. 
So, | am just going to keep 
going. That's if.” 

Cruz’s attorneys an- 
nounced his intention to 
plead guilty during a hear- 
ing last week. 

Following the pleas 
Wednesday, former Bro- 
ward State Attorney Mike 
Satz recounted the details 
of the murders. Cruz killed 





14 students and three staff 
members on Valentine’s 
Day 2018 during a seven- 
minute rampage through 
a three-story building at 
Stoneman Douglas, investi- 
gators said. 

They said he shot victims in 
the hallways and in class- 
rooms with an AR-15 semi- 
automatic rifle, sometimes 
returning to the wounded 
to kill them with additional 
shots. Cruz had been ex- 
pelled from Stoneman 
Douglas a year earlier af- 
ter a history of threatening, 
frightening, Unusual and 
sometimes violent behav- 
ior that dated back fo pre- 
school. 

After Satz finished, the 
judge had to compose her- 
self for several seconds be- 
fore she began speaking 
again, her voice breaking. 
The shootings caused some 
Stoneman Douglas © stu- 
dents to launch the March 
for Our Lives movement, 
which pushes for stronger 
gun restrictions nationally. 

Since days after the shoot- 
ing, Cruz’s attorneys had 
offered to have him plead 
guilty in exchange for a 
life sentence, saying that 
would spare the commu- 
nity the emotional turmoil 
of reliving the attack aft 
trial. But Satz rejected the 
offer, saying Cruz deserved 
a death sentence, and ap- 
pointed himself lead pros- 
ecutor. Satz, 79, stepped 
down as state attorney in 
January after 44 years, but 
remains Cruz's chief pros- 
ecutor. L} 
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This Oct. 19, 2021 photo shows heavy maritime traffic in front 
of the MSC DANIT ship, left, anchored outside the Port of Los 


Angeles. 


to respond to the petition, 
Jeffers said. lf it doesn’t, 
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she said the groups could 
take legal action.) 
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Officials: Items linked to Laundrie, potential remains found 


By CURT ANDERSON 
Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
Items believed to belong to 
Brian Laundrie and poten- 
tial human remains were 
found Wednesday at a 
Florida wilderness park dur- 
ing the search for clues in 
the slaying of Gabby Petito 
during the couple’s cross- 
country road trio, accord- 
ing to law enforcement 
sources and a_ Laundrie 
family attorney. 

Laundrie’s parents, Chris 
and Roberta Laundrie, took 
part in the search Wednes- 
day with the FBI and police 
from North Port, Florida, 
more than a month af- 
ter Laundrie was reported 
missing after heading to 
the vast Carlton Reserve 
park. 

“After a brief search off a 
trail that Brian frequented 
some articles belonging to 
Brian were found,” aftor- 
ney Steven Bertolino said 
in a text to The Associated 
Press. “As of now law en- 
forcement Is conducting a 
more thorough _ investiga- 
tion of that area.” 

The FBI field office in Tampa 
also issued a statement on 
Twitter earlier Wednesday 
confirming that “items of 
interest” were found in the 
Laundrie search but did not 
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This police camera video provided by The Moab Police Department shows Gabrielle “Gabby” 


: 





Petito talking to a police officer after police pulled over the van she was traveling in with her 
boyfriend, Brian Laundrie, near the entrance to Arches National Park on Aug. 12, 2021. 


describe them further. 

“An FBI Evidence Response 
team is processing the 
scene. The reserve is closed 
to the public and no further 
details are available at this 
time,” the statement said. 
The potential human re- 
mains were found near 
where the items linked to 
Laundrie were located ear- 
lier, according to a law en- 
forcement official. The of- 
ficial could not discuss the 
matter publicly and spoke 
to the AP on condition of 
anonymity. 

The FBI scheduled an after- 
noon news conference in 


Florida on the discoveries. 
The Sarasota County Medi- 
cal Examiner's Office con- 
firmed it had been sum- 
moned to the reserve but 
would not comment fur- 
ther. 

Laundrie, 23, is a person of 
interest in the killing of Peti- 
to, who was reported miss- 
ing Sept. 11 by her parents 
while the couple was on a 
cross-country trio out West. 
The case generated enor- 
mous public interest but 
also raised uncomfortable 
questions over the unequal 
attention given to the hun- 
dreds of cases of Native 


Associated Press 
American and other minor- 
ity women missing or mur- 
dered across the United 
States. Petito is white. 
Petito’s body was found 
Sept. 19 on the edge of 
Wyoming's Grand Teton 
National Park, which the 
couple had visited. The cor- 
oner there concluded she 
died of strangulation and 
her body had been where 
it was found for three or 
four weeks. 
The couple was stopped 
Aug. 12 by police in Moab, 
Utah, after they had a 
ohysical altercation, but no 
charges were filed. 


Laundrie returned home 
alone Sept. 1 in the Ford 
van the couple took on 
their trio. He was reported 
missing after telling his par- 
ents on Sept. 14 that he 
was going for a hike in the 
Carlton Reserve, a nature 
preserve in Sarasota Coun- 
ty that has for weeks been 
a key area in the search. 
The activity Wednesday 
was focused on the near- 
by Myakkahatchee Creek 
Environmental Park, where 
television news — reports 
showed numerous law en- 
forcement vehicles arriv- 
ing and a tent set up inside 
the woods. The location is 
where a Ford Mustang that 
Laundrie drove to the wil- 
derness was found. 
Laundrie is charged in a 
federal Wyoming _ indict- 
ment with unauthorized 
use of a debit card, which 
would allow authorities 
to arrest him if he is found 
alive. 

lt alleges Laundrieé used 
a Capital One Bank card 
and someone's personal 
identification number to 
make Unauthorized with- 
drawals or charges worth 
more than $1,000. It does 
not say to whom the card 
belonged or what type of 
charges were made. () 
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SEPTA General Manager Leslie Richards speaks during a news 
conference as SEPTA Transit Police Chief Thomas Nestel Ill stands 
behind her on an El platform at the 69th Street Transportation 
Center, Monday, Oct. 18, 2021, in Philadelphia, following a brutal 
rape on the El, as other riders watched, over the weekend. 


By CLAUDIA LAUER 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Pros- 
ecutors pursuing the case 
against a man accused of 
raping a woman on a com- 
muter train last week don't 
anticipate charging fellow 
passengers for not interven- 
ing, a sookesperson for the 
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suburban Philadelphia dis- 
trict attorney said. 

“It’s still an Open investiga- 
tion, but there is no expec- 
tation at this time that we 
will charge passengers,” 
said Margie McAboy, 
sookeswoman for the Dela- 
ware County District Attor- 
ney’s office. 


Charges unlikely for riders who saw 


Philadelphia 


In an emailed statement, 
District Attorney Jack Stoll- 
steimer said prosecutors 
want witnesses to come 
forward, rather than fear- 
ing prosecution, and said, 
“Pennsylvania law does not 
allow for the prosecution 
of a passenger who may 
have witnessed a crime.” 
Authorities continue to in- 
vestigate the Oct. 13 af- 
tack, where a woman was 
repeatedly touched and 
groped over the course of 
aq 40-minute ride despite try- 
ing to push 35-year-old Fis- 
ton Ngoy away, according 
to an arrest affidavit that 
detailed the surveillance 
footage from the train. 
Investigators say Ngoy 
rioped the woman's pants 
off and proceeded to rape 
her for somewhere be- 


train rape 


tween six and eight minutes 
before officers boarded 
the train and detained him. 
Police declined to say how 
many passengers may 
have witnessed the assault, 
but have said it appeared 
that some _ held _ their 
ohones up in the direction 
of the assault seemingly to 
film the attack. Police have 
also declined to say wheth- 
er investigators have found 
any photos or videos of the 
attack posted online. 

Requests by The Associated 
Press for surveillance video 
from the Oct. 13 attack on 
the Market-Frankford line 
have been denied, citing 
the ongoing criminal in- 
vestigation. If remains un- 
clear exactly how many 
other passengers were in 
the vicinity and whether 


they actually witnessed or 
recorded what happened 
on the Southeastern Penn- 
sylvania Transportation Au- 
thority train. 

IN an interview Tuesday 
with radio station WPHT, 
SEPTA Police Chief Thomas 
J. Nestel Ill, said “as many 
as 10 people” may have 
seen some part of the at- 
tack. Legal experts said un- 
related passengers don't 
have a legal duty fo inter- 
vene under Pennsylvania 
law. “Unless they have a le- 
gal duty to intervene, like a 
oarent for their child, a per- 
son cannot be prosecuted 
for sitting back and doing 
nothing,” said Jules Epstein, 
a law professor and direc- 
tor of advocacy programs 
at Temple University Beas- 
ley School of Law. () 
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By RAF CASERT 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) Impris- 
oned Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny was 
awarded the European 
Union’s top human rights 
prize Wednesday in a clear 
slap at President Viadimir 
Putin for his actions against 
his biggest domestic foe. 

In awarding the Sakharov 
Prize to Navalny, the Euro- 
pean Parliament praised 
his “immense — personal 
bravery.” The 45-year-old 
activist was poisoned with 
a nerve agent last year 
and prompily arrested 
Upon his return to Moscow 
from treatment in Germany 
and later imprisoned. 

“He has campaigned con- 
sistently against the cor- 
ruption of Vladimir Putin's 
regime, and through his 
social media accounts 
and political campaigns, 
Navalny has heloed ex- 
pose abuses and mobilize 
the support of millions of 
people across Russia. For 
this, he was poisoned and 
thrown in jail,” parliament 
President David Sassoli in a 
statement. 

Sassoli called for Navalny’s 
immediate release. 

The recognition of Navalny 
will further sour relations be- 
tween the 27-nation bloc 
and Russia. 

These ties have been on 
the decline for years, es- 
pecially following Mos- 
cow's 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Penin- 
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Jailed Russian opposition leader Navalny wins top EU prize 


In this handout photo taken from a footage provided by Moscow City Court in Feb. 2, 2021, Russian 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny shows the heart symbol from the cage, during a hearing at the 


City Court in Moscow, Russia. 


sula and its support for a 
separatist insurgency in 
eastern Ukraine. 

The impact reverberated 
beyond the EU as well. 
Days after Russia suspend- 
ed its mission at NATO and 
ordered the closure of the 
alliance’s office in Moscow 
in retaliation for NATO’s 
expulsion of Russian dip- 
lomats, the organization's 
chief said he embraced 
the news. 

“| welcome the fact that a 
strong voice ... in Russia has 
been awarded this prize,” 
NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg told re- 
porters. 

He said the prize was also 
a call for “his unconditional 


release from prison” and to 
have an ‘international in- 
vestigation” into It. 
Stoltenberg recalled that 
NATO considered the treat- 
ment of Navalny as part of 
a “pattern where we see 
that Russia has become 
more oppressive at home 
and more aggressive 
abroad.” 

Russia's treatment of Na- 
valny has only exacer- 
bated matters. The EU has 
been calling for his imme- 
diate and unconditional 
release in what it sees as 
Qa politically motivated im- 
orisonment and has said it 
holds Moscow responsible 
for his health. 

The EU imposed sanctions 
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last year on six senior Rus- 
sian officials for their al- 
leged involvement in the 
poisoning of Navalny. The 
Kremlin has denied any in- 
volvement. 

“It is an important signal, 
also to the Kremlin, that the 
EU will not give in to pres- 
sure and blackmail or be 
fooled by empty promises,” 
said Sergey Lagodinsky, a 
Greens/EFA MEP from Ger- 
many. 

Navalny’s top associate 
Leonid Volkov said the prize 
showed that hundreds of 
lawmakers from. different 
countries and parties had 
reached a consensus that 
the fight against corruption 
is an Issue for all of Europe 


and that Navalny is “po- 
litical prisoner No. 1 in the 
world and Putin's personal 
captive.” 

“Europe understands that 
we are fighting to make 
Russid a normal European 
country, which it will be- 
come, and supports it,” he 
said in a post on Facebook. 
EU foreign policy chief Jo- 
sep Borell tweeted that 
the prize is a recognition 
of Navalny’s “commitment 
to defending democracy 
in Russia, at great personal 
cost,’ adding that the EU 
wants his “immediate and 
Unconditional release.” 
Awarding the prize to Na- 
valny “will keep his name 
in the news,” which is a pri- 
ority for his supporters, said 
Ben Noble, associate pro- 
fessor of Russian politics at 
University College London. 
“And the worrying implica- 
tion is that it could have a 
negative effect that this 
adds to Moscow's narra- 
tive of foreign interference, 
of what they claim is a con- 
certed Western attempt to 
interfere in the country’s 
domestic affairs,” he told 
The Associated Press. 

The 50,000-euro ($58,200) 
orize will be presented at 
the Dec. 15 session of the 
European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, France. Other 
candidates had included 
a group of Afghan wom- 
en, and imprisoned Boliv- 
ian politician and former 
interim President Jeanine 
Anez.L] 





aEsener court rules to extradite Venezuela spy chief to U.S. 
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In this Sept. 15, 2019 file photo, former Venezuelan military spy 
chief, retired Maj. Gen. Hugo Carvajal, walks out of prison in 
Estremera on the outskirts of Madrid, Spain. 


Associated Press 


MADRID (AP) — A Span- 
ish court on Wednesday 
ordered the extradition of 
a former Venezuelan spy 
chief to the United States 
where he is wanted on 
charges of drug trafficking 
and belonging to a terror 


organization. 
Retired Maj. Gen. Hugo 
Carvajal, who for more 


than a decade advised 
the late Venezuelan lead- 
er Hugo Chavez before 
breaking with his successor, 
had been resisting extradi- 
tion since he was arrested 
in Spain in April 2019. 

Carvajal had avoided ex- 
tradition to the U.S. when 
he was picked up in Aruba 


in 2014 on the same New 
York indictment that Span- 
ish authorities acted on. He 
returned to Venezuela af- 
ter slipping the grasp of au- 
thorities and was received 
as a hero. 

But he eventually broke 
with Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro, throwing 
his support behind the op- 
position to Maduro’s So- 
cialist regime. He then left 
Venezuela for good. 
Prosecutors in New York al- 
lege that Carvajal used his 
high office to coordinate 
the smuggling of approxi- 
mately 5,600 kilograms of 
cocaine from Venezuela to 
Mexico in 2006. 


Carvajal also allegedly pro- 
vided weapons fo armed 
FARC guerrillas in Colom- 
bia, according to the USS. 
Treasury Department, and 
heloed fund the group's 
activities by — facilitating 
shioments of large amounts 
of U.S.-bound cocaine 
through Venezuela. 
Seain’s National Court said 
police and Spain’s peni- 
tentiary services will be in 
charge of his transfer to the 
U.S. No date was given. 
Last week the National 
Court ordered the extra- 
dition of Chavez's former 
nurse, who is charged 
in Miami with money 
laundering.LJ 
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Bus bombs kill 14 in Syria capital; shells elsewhere kill 10 


By ALBERT AJI and 

BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 
Two bombs attached to a 
bus carrying Syrian troops 
exploded in Damascus dur- 
ing the morning rush hour 
Wednesday, a military of- 
ficial said. Fourteen people 
were killed in the attack, 
one of the deadliest in the 
capital in years. 

While the Syrian govern- 
ment’s decade-long con- 
flict with insurgents contin- 
ues in parts of the country 
including the rebel-held 
northwest, bombings in Da- 
mascus have become ex- 
ceedingly rare since Presi- 
dent Bashar Assad’s troops 
pushed opposition fighters 
from the capital's suburbs in 
2018. The explosions, which 
also left several wounded, 
happened at a busy inter- 
section, near a main bus 
transfer point where com- 
muters and schoolchildren 
typically converge. After 
the blasts, Syrian state TV 
showed footage of smoke 
rising from a charred bus 
as soldiers hosed down 
the vehicle and onlookers 
flocked to a nearby bridge 
to watch. 

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack, but several in- 
surgent and jihadist groups 
that seek fo overthrow 
Assad are active in Syria. 
Separately, rescue workers 
reported 10 people were 


—— 


In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, a Syrian firefighter extinguishes a 





burned bus at the site of a deadly explosion, in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021. 


killed, including four chil- 
dren and a woman, in gov- 
ernment shelling of a town 
in the last rebel enclave in 
the country’s northwest. 
The U.N. Deputy Regional 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
Mark Cutts described as 
“shocking” the reports of 
the shelling that hit a mar- 
ket and roads near schools 
as students were heading 
To classes. 

In addition to the four chil- 
dren killed, their teacher 
also died, according to 
UNICEF, the U.N. children’s 
agency. 

“Today's violence is yet an- 
other reminder that the war 
in Syria has not come to an 
end. Civilians, among them 
many children, keep bear- 


ing the brunt of a brutal 
decade-long conflict,” the 
agency said. 

The attack was one of the 
most violent in the area 
since a March 2020 truce in 
the northwest negotiated 
by Turkey and Russia allies 
of the opposition and Syr- 
ian government, respec- 
tively. The truce has been 
repeatedly violated, and 
government forces often 
vow to take territories still 
out of their control. 

In the central city of Hama, 
meanwhile, an explosion at 
an arms depot left six pro- 
government fighters dead, 
according to the Syrian Ob- 
servatory for Human Rights, 
an opposition war monitor. 
While fighting — still rages 


Associated Press 


in the northwest, Assad's 
forces now control much 
of Syria after military sup- 
port from his allies Russia 
and lran helped fip the 
balance of power in his fa- 
vor. U.S. and Turkish troops, 
meanwhile, are deployed 
in part's of the country’s 
nortn. 

IN recent years, attacks 
such as Wednesday's have 
been rare in Damascus. 
One of the last major explo- 
sions to take place there 
was in 2017 when suicide 
bombers hit a judicial office 
building and a restaurant, 
killing nearly 60 people. The 
attacks were claimed by lIs- 
lamic State group militants. 
The extremist organization 
has not held territory in Syria 


ie 1 BYANA 





since 2019, but it continues 
to represent a threat with 
sleeper cells, mostly hiding 
in Syria’s expansive desert. 
State media initially de- 
scribed the Damascus at- 
tack as a roadside bomb- 
ing. But they later quoted 
an unnamed Syrian mili- 
tary official as saying that 
bombs were attached to 
the vehicle’s exterior. A 
third bomb fell from the 
bus and was dismantled by 
troops, the official said. It is 
typical for the government 
to release information using 
anonymous sources in state 
media. If was not clear if all 
the dead were bus passen- 
gers. 

Wednesday's shelling in 
the northwest hit the town 
of Ariha, in Idlib province, 
which is mostly controlled 
by rebel groups, including 
the dominant Hayat Tah- 
rir al-Sham, once affiliated 
with al-Qaida. 

The Syrian Civil Defense, 
also known as White Hel- 
mets, said aside from the 
10 killed, 20 more were 
wounded when dozens of 
shells landed in the town. 
The rescuers said they were 
still searching through the 
wreckage for survivors. 
Syria’s conflict began in 
March 2011 and has left 
between 350,000 and 
450,000 people dead and 
disolaced half the coun- 
try’s population, including 
5 milllon who are refugees 
abroad. |) 





Nigerian police fire tear gas at 
anniversary of protest 


By CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Ni- 
gerian police officers fired 
tear gas at protesters in 
Lagos, the country’s larg- 
est city, as they tried to dis- 
perse hundreds of people 
demonstrating against al- 
leged police brutality on 
Wednesday. 

One year ago, thousands 
marched in Nigeria for the 
#ENAGSARS movement to 
protest the activities of the 
now-disbanded Special 
Anti-Robbery Squad, a unit 
accused of police brutality. 
The police on Wednesday 


fired tear gas at the Lekki 
tollgate in Lagos, a key site 
of those protests. 

While people ran away, 
one officer shot at a pro- 
tester in a bid to arrest him, 
according fo Lawrence 
Akinkpelumi, who was at 
the protests. 

There are widespread ac- 
cusations of police brutality 
in Nigeria and police often 
clamp down on Nigerians 
demonstrating against po- 
lice. In the days leading 
Uo to Wednesday's dem- 
onstration, police warned 
protesters against any pub- 
lic gatherings, threatening 


to arrest anyone who dis- 
obeyed the directive. 
Protesters marched through 
the Lekki tollgate Wednes- 
day, chanting and singing 
songs calling on authorities 
to ensure justice for those 
they say were arrested and 
killed by security forces last 
year during the #EndSARS 
orotests. 

Four protesters were initial- 
ly arrested in Lagos just as 
demonstrators started to ar- 
rive at the Lekki tollgate to 
mark the anniversary. More 
were arrested and put into 
police vans as police shot 
teargas into the air. 





Policemen dispersed protesters with tear gas following a 





demonstration at Lekki Toll plaza in Lagos Nigeria Wednesday, 


Oct. 20, 2021. 


Shuaibu Yakubu, 23, said 
the tear gas also got into 
his eyes. 

“They started shooting tear 
gas at us and chasing peo- 


Associated Press 


ple who came here fo re- 
member those killed in Oc- 
tober 2020. All my eyes are 
full of teargas,” he said.) 
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By BISWAJEET BANERJEE 
Associated Press 
LUCKNOW, India (AP) — 
At least 46 people have 
died and several are miss- 
ing after floods triggered 
by heavy rains hit the 
northern Indian state of 
Uttarakhand, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Rescuers worked through 
the night to retrieve bod- 
ies stuck in debris and to 
evacuate those in vulner- 
able areas, said S.A. Muru- 
geshan, secretary of the 
state's disaster manage- 
ment. On Tuesday, officials 
said 22 people were killed 
by the rains. 

The mountainous state has 
seen incessant rains for the 
past three days, flooding 
roads, destroying bridges 
and causing landslides in 
which several homes were 
washed away. The situation 
has prompted help from 
more than 2,000 members 
of the paramilitary and civil 
police. 

The Indian Meteorological 
Department said the rains 
were likely to recede in Ut- 
tarakhand on Wednesday, 
but warned of more heavy 
downpours in the country’s 
northeastern and southern 
regions. 
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personnel rescuing civilians stranded following heavy rains at Chhara village near Nainital, 
Uttarakhand, Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021. 


The majority of the deaths 
in Uttarakhand were report- 
ed in the picturesque town 
of Nainital, where 28 peo- 
ple were killed on Tuesday, 
said Murugeshan. Most of 
the deaths were caused 
by homes and_ buildings 
collapsing in the torrential 


rains, he added. 

In Mukteshwar, a popular 
hill station in the state, five 
laborers died when a wall 
collapsed on their shan- 
ty. In another hilly town, 
Ramgarh, nine members 
of a family died as the rains 
washed away their home, 


Associated Press 


the official said. 

Videos shared on social 
media showed the Gan- 
ges River bursting its banks 
at Rishikesh, and the scenic 
Nainital Lake overflowing 
with floodwaters. 

Experts say the magnitude 
of the rains has been stag- 


gering. Uttarakhand saw 
17.8 centimeters (7 inches) 
of rain in the first few weeks 
this month, but recorded 
nearly 58 centimeters (22.8 
inches) within just 22 hours 
on Tuesday, said Bikram 
Singh, the director of the 
Meteorological Center in 
Dehradun, the state's capi- 
tal city. 

He said climate change 
has not only increased the 
frequency of the rains, but 
also their intensity. 

India has seen worrisome 
rains across several re- 
gions this week. Flooding 
and landslides caused by 
downpours over the week 
have killed at least 39 peo- 
ple in the southern Kerala 
state, which is on high alert 
for more rains in the com- 
ing days. 

Landslides and floods are 
common in India’s Himala- 
yan north. 

Scientists say they are be- 
coming more frequent as 
global warming contributes 
to the melting of glaciers 
there. 

In February, flash floods 
killed nearly 200 people 
and washed away houses 
in Uttarakhand. In 2013, 
thousands of people were 
killed in floods there.L] 





Brazil Senate report urges charging Bolsonaro over pandemic 


By DEBORA ALVARES and 
DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — A 
Brazilian senator has for- 
mally presented a report 
recommending _ President 
Jair Bolsonaro be indicted 
on criminal charges for al- 
legedly bungling Brazil's 
resoonse to the COVID-19 
pandemic and pushing the 
country’s death toll to sec- 
ond-highest in the world. 
The nearly 1,200-page re- 
port by Sen. Renan Calhel- 
ros Is based on six months 
of work by the committee 
investigating the govern- 
ment’s management of the 
pandemic and was made 
available on the Senate's 
electronic system Wednes- 
day. It calls for Bolsonaro to 
be indicted on a series of 
charges, from charlatanism 
and inciting crime all the 
way up to crimes against 
humanity. 


The report can still be modi- 
fied before the committee 
vote on Oct. 26, and the 
decision on whether to file 
most of the charges would 
be up to Brazil’s prosecutor- 
general, who was appoint- 
ed by the president. 
Analysts say it’s unclear if 
he would act. 
Recommended = charges 
also include misuse of pub- 
lic funds and “prevarica- 
tion,” which entails delay- 
ing or refraining from action 
required as part of a public 
official's duty for reasons of 
personal interest, and sev- 
eral others. 

Bolsonaro has denied any 
wrongdoing, and has re- 
poeatedly accused the in- 
vestigation of being a po- 
litical instrument aimed at 
sabotaging him. 

Critics have denounced 
Bolsonaro for downplaying 
COVID-19's severity, ignor- 
ing international health 


guidelines on masks and 
restrictions on activity de- 
signed to prevent the virus’ 
spread, touting unproven 
treatments and delaying 
the acquisition of vaccines. 
Anger over the president's 
resoonse prompted cre- 
ation of the Senate com- 
mittee in April, which has in- 
vestigated allegations that 
Bolsonaro's management 
of the pandemic caused 
many of Brazil’s more than 
600,000 deaths from the 
disease. 

The document has to be 
approved by the commit- 
tee before being sent to 
the office of the prosecu- 
tor-general, who would de- 
cide whether to carry for- 
ward the investigation and 
eventually pursue charges. 
In Brazil, members of con- 
gressional committees can 
investigate, but don’t have 
the power fo indict. 
Regardless of whether the 


Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro waits for the arrival of 





Colombia's President Ivan Duque to Planalto presidential 
palace in Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2021. Duque is on a 


two-day visit to Brazil. 


orosecutor-general acts, 
the report's allegations 
are expected to fuel criti- 
cism of the far-right leader, 
whose approval ratings 
have slumped ahead of his 
2022 reelection campaign. 
The election is one year 
away. 


Associated Press 


“The major impact of the 
investigation Is political, be- 
cause it generated tons of 
news that certainly will be 
used by campaign strate- 
gists next year,” said Thia- 
go de Aragao, director of 
strategy at political consul- 
tancy Arko Advice.) 
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First physician signs with AZV thanks to AruBIG 


ORANJESTAD —- On Septem- 
ber 18, 2021, the Minister of 
Tourism and Public Health, 
Mr. Dangui Oduber, regis- 
tered the two first medical 
professionals recognized 
by AruBlG. 


On October 18, 2021, the 
Minister registered another 
medical professional into 
the AruBlG — registration 
and Dr. Geraldine Croes, a 
family physician. Accord- 
ing to the Minister, this is a 
historic Moment for medi- 
cal care in Aruba since he 
completed the AruBlG reg- 
istration in just three years. 
AruBIG was in the making 
for decades. Now, Aruba 
can finally enact the coun- 
try decrees that regulate 
the accreditation _ institu- 
tions and the educational 
criteria that recognize re- 
gional organizations for 
medical education. Now 
local medical professionals 
that complete their medi- 
cal education at one of 
the accredited medical 
Universities in the region 
can be contracted by the 
AZV and provide medi- 
cal care in Aruba. Doctor 
Croes graduated at the 
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Universidad el Bosque in 
Colombia. This is one of the 
two universities recognized 
by the AruBlG. The AruBIG 
uses the accreditation or- 
gan of Colombia, the CNA 
which is the organization 
to which Universities are 
affiliated. Doctor Croes 
will initiate her practice on 
Thursday in Sani Nicolas 
and take over the patients 
of Doctor Veringa. Accord- 
ing to research, by 2030, 
there will be a shortage of 
doctors and nurses around 
the world. This shortage of 
medical personnel also ap- 
plies to the Netherlands, 
and without our registry, 
we will remain dependent 
on the BIG registration of 
the Netherlands to obtain 
medical professionals. That 
is why AruBlG Is highly need- 
ed to help fill in the vacan- 
cies in the local medical 
care system. AruBIG helps 
find more medical special- 
ists, which in turn will lower 
waiting times for patients. 
AruBIG changes the entire 
panorama for those want- 
ing to go to medical school 
in the region, as long as 
they get their medical de- 
gree from one of the uni- 
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versities accredited by Aru- 
BIG. Students can now pur- 
sue medical education in 
Canada, the United States, 
Costa Rica, and Colombia. 
Currently, the following 
medical professionals can 
register in AruBIG; 

e Pharmacists; 

¢ doctors; 

e dentists; 

e midwives; 

e physiotherapists. 


Starting in 2022: 
e Nurses; 

e physiologists; 
e psychiatrists. 


e Diplomas recognized 
by AruBIG: 
e For all medical pro- 


fessions, a registration 
number of the Dutch 
BIG registration (Ned- 
erlandse BlG-nummer) 
and registration in a 
recognized association 
in the Netherlands as a 
specialist (RGS for doc- 
tors). BIG registration. 

e for doctors, alterna- 
tively documents that 
prove the  success- 
ful completion of the 
Board Exam of the USA 
(ECFMG) or Canada 
(Medical Council of 
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Canada}, irrespective 


to where you gradu- 
ated; 


e for doctors, alternative- 
ly a dioloma of one of 
the universities accred- 
ited by the Accredita- 
tion organ SINAES to 
which the following 
recognized universities 
are affiliated: Univer- 
sidad de Costa Rica, 
Universidad Latina de 
Costa Rica or Universi- 
dad de ciencias medi- 
cas (UCIMED); 

e for doctors, alternative- 
ly a diploma of one of 
the universities accred- 
ited by the accredi- 
tation organ CNA in 
Colombia, Universidad 
El Bosque or Pontificia 
Universidad Javeriana; 

e for dentists, alfernative- 
ly a dioloma of one of 
the following universi- 
ties In Costa Rica: 

e Universidad de Costa 
Rica or Universidad La- 
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tina de Costa Rica; 

e for dentists, alfernative- 
ly a diploma of one of 
the following universi- 
ties In Colombia: 

e Universidad El Bosque 
or Pontificia Universi- 
dad Javeriana. 





For local medical educa- 
tion, as long as the universi- 
ties are recognized by the 
Department of Education 
and or appointed by the 
Quality Institution recog- 
nized by the AruBlIG. 
Another specialization rec- 
ognized by the AruBlG is 
the specialist degree “Doc- 
tor labor and health in Aru- 
ba” given at the NSPOH in 
the Netherlands. 

The Minister is very excited 
for this historic achieve- 
ment and grateful to the 
AZV for believing in the Aru- 
BIG project and certainly 
wishes Dr. Croes all the best 
with the new challenge as 
a family physician.) 


Honoring of Goodwill 
Ambassadors at Bucuti & 
Tara Beach Resort 





EAGLE BEACH — Recenily, 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity representative Jonathan 
Boekhoudt had the great 
pleasure in honoring loyal 
Aruba visitors with their dis- 
tinctive certificates. These 
certificates are a way to 
say “Masha Danki” for con- 
tinuously choosing Aruba 
as a favorite vacation des- 
tination. 


The titles are as following: 
10+ years “Distinguished 


Visitor’, 20+ years “Good- 
will Ambassador” and 35+ 


years “Emerald Ambasso- 


dor”. 


Honored as Goodwill Am- 
bassadors were the lovely 
couple Lee and Patti Stang 
from Virginia. 


They love coming fo the iIs- 
land for it’s great weather, 
beautiful beaches and for 
fun and relaxation at the 
Bucuti.) 





LOCAL [AS cay 21 OCTOBER 2021 
ONE (1) COMPLIMENTARY. TICKET 


WITH YOUR DINNER PURCHASE AT BLT STEAK OR CASA NONNA NEW YORK 
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Paseo Herencia is always fun 
and exciting to visit 





NOORD— Paseo Herencia offers 
a variety of shopping, dining and 
entertainment options in an out- 
door center located in the heart 
of Palm Beach. 


Shopping 

The Paseo Herencia stores offer a 
great collection in beach wear, 
clothing, perfume, shoes, jewelry, 
souvenirs and much more. Pam- 
per yourself by visiting Maggy’s 
and enjoy their salon services 
and shop for your favorite beau- 
ty products. Aruba Aloe has that 
perfect giff fo bring back home, 
all made with natural ingredients. 
Other brand favorites are Tommy 
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, Car- 
men Steffens, Quiksilver, Pandora 
and many more. 


Restaurants 

Start with a breakfast meal at 
Chill Out Island Cafe for a fluffy 
souffle pancake with your choice 
of toppings, breakfast sandwich- 
es or acai bowls plus your favor- 
ite bubble tea. TGI Fridays offers 
breakfast options starting trom 
$8.57, available all day - every 
day. Go Argentinian style at Che 
Bar and try their delicious omelet 
with chorizo/nam, mozzarella, 
onions, peppers, and tomatoes 
served with skillet potatoes and 
toast. 


These restaurants are also open 
for lunch and dinner and will 
delight you with unique tastes. 
Choices run from Argentinian 
dishes to, Asian/Caribbean, In- 
ternational and Mexican at 
amongst others Iguana Can- 
tina. Sip and have a good time 


at the Bulldog Aruba located in 
the center of the Plaza. Open Till 
llom. 


VIP Cinema 

Visit the one-of-a-kind Caribbean 
Cinemas VIP on the second floor 
of Paseo Herencia and enjoy 
your favorite movies with the lat- 
est projection and 7.1 Dolby sur- 
round sound with a delicious bag 
of popcorn. 


Entertainment 

Kids can enjoy the Paseo kids’ 
activities, carousel & kiddie train, 
every day from 60m to 100m and 
do not forget to catch the nightly 
water shows at 7:300m, 8:300m 
and 9:30om. Another fun activ- 
ity is the The Range Airsoft Expe- 
rience located behind The Lazy 
Turtle. Snap Instagramable pic- 
tures at the Angel Wings located 
between Pandora and Quiksilver 
and another one in front of TGI 
Fridays. Catch a live Show on Fri- 
day by violinist Angela Flores and 
Saturday by the acrobatic group 
Ritmo Cubano at 80m on the Pla- 
za Padu. 


With any purchase at Paseo Her- 
encia you will receive FREE park- 
ing In the parking garage. Paseo 
Herencia has implemented alll 
COVID protocols according to 
the Aruba Health & Happiness 
code. If is required to wear face 
masks when shopping or visiting 
the mall to ensure a safe environ- 
ment. 


To learn more, visit the Paseo Her- 
encia Facebook or Instagram 
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Mega Win $100,000 Cash Giveaway 2021 
The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
launches its amazing campaign for 
2021: a 000 in cash pizes 
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PALM BEACH —The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba has just launched 
its campaign for 2021: Mega Win $100,000 Cash Giveaway, where 
they will be giving away $100,000 in cash prizes. This campaign starts 
October 1st with the grand finally on December 30th. 


Starting October Ist all members of The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba can participate in this amazing campaign. To sign up as a new 
member of The Casino VIP Club is very easy: just bring a valid ID to The 
Casino VIP Desk, membership ts free of charge. For every 80 points on 
Slot Machines and every $40 in Theoretical Win on table games, you will 
receive one raffle ticket. 

You can also participate by dining at Casa Nonna New York and BLT 
Steak. With every dinner purchase at these restaurants, you will receive 
a voucher. Simply present the restaurant voucher together with the 
dinner receipt at The Casino VIP Desk on the same night to redeem your 
raffle ticket. 


There will be Twenty (20) finalists that will be selected on the following 

dates: 

e Five (5) finalists out of the big raffle box on October 29th 

e Five (5) finalists out of the big raffle box on November 26th 

* Five (5) finalists out of the big raffle box on December 30th 

e Five (5) finalists through the Top Player Points Race on December 
30th 


The Grand Finale will fake place on December 30th where twenty (20) 
finalists will particioate to win $100,000 in cash prizes. 


The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba invites you to visit the casino and 
sign-up as a new member of the VIP Club if you are not a member 
yet, to participate in this amazing campaign. The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba Is also re-launching Its Tier Program called Elevate, which 
offers exclusive benefits on the island. The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba is known to provide high quality personalized service, different 
table games, a great selection of the latest slot machines and now live 
entertainment every Friday and Saturday. 


For more information how to participate for the $100,000 Cash Giveaway, 
visit us at The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba VIP Desk or call Us at 527- 
2276/ 527-2277 and we will be delighted to assist you.L] 
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Jessica Valbuena named Marketing Manager 
at the Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 


PALM BEACH — Jessica 
Valbuena has just been 
promoted to Marketing 
Manager after assisting 
the revenue department 
as coordinator for the past 
four years and supporting 
the US-based Marketing 
Manager, in all local relat- 
ed marketing matters. 


, 























She will officially start her 
new role in December, 
when she returns from her 
maternity leave. 

Jessica is a graduate of 
the Universidad di Aruba, 
where she obtained a BA 
in Hospitality & Tourism, as 
well as an MBA, complet- 
ing the additional two-year 
program, there. She was a 
University student when she 
first joined the team at the 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean 
Resort & Casino in 2017, as 
a Marketing Intern, and lat- 
er filled in at the executive 


WATER VILLAS 
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18 exclusive water villas nena 
pe ie! 


ONLY 6 LEFT. 


NOW AVAILABLE Pre construction prices until Nov. 1st 
starting at $453K turn-key! (including furniture). 


Salina Cerca 131 | +297 280 4664 | tuscanyresidencearuba.com 


office as a clerk, two posi- 
tions that gave her great 
insight into the workings of 
the resort, even before fin- 
ishing her studies. 

As she graduated, she was 
officially hired to help coor- 
dinate the activities of the 
revenue depariment, gen- 
erating the best financial 
reports possible, for man- 
agement to set the right 
orice at the right time for 
the resort's premier vaca- 
tion product, and accu- 
rately reading the global 
travel and accommoda- 


She was working full time 
at the resort, researching 
her MBA thesis and having 
her first baby boy, all at the 
same time, befitting a rising 
hospitality star. 

Jessica is excited about 
the next phase of her ca- 
reer supporting the resort's 
brand, helping grow and 
build a greater client base 
and capture more market 
share. 

Congratulations Jessica, 
for a well-deserved promo- 
tion, you have our full sup- 
port in your new role.) 


tion trends. 





Prohibited by law: 

Tourist leaving the island 
with seashells, white sand 
and corals 


ORANJESTAD — For the last months the customs depart- 
ment at the airport intercepted many tourists leaving the 
island with seashells, whiste sand and corals as souve- 
nies. 


Conform the international treaty of CITES and our local 
law which protects our Flora & Fauna, it is completetly 
prohibited to take any seashell, sand and coral outside of 
Aruba, this in order to protect our environment. The high 
amount of seashell, sand and corals confiscated is very 
strange and it is suspected that our own locals are the 
once selling these fo the tourists, which is unacceptable. 
Upon confiscation at the airoort the tourist also faces a 
fine that they have to pay before leaving. This is surely not 
a pleasant experience for the tourist. This also leads to a 
negative reaction which can put our tourism in a nega- 
tive light. 

Let’s all give nature the respect it deserves by protect- 
ing our environment. Stop collecting seashells, white sand 
and corals from our shores and stop selling these to our 
tourist. We want our future generations and visitors to en- 
joy the beauty of our beaches, shells and corals. Let’s alll 
protect what is ours!) 
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Millennial Money: Experts expect 5 things this Black Friday 


By COURTNEY JESPERSEN 

of NerdWallet 

What do you get when you 
cross Black Friday deals 
with a continuing pandem- 
ic, supply chain disruptions 
and inflation? 

Answer: a very messy ver- 
sion of the biggest discount 
day of the year, which 
happens annually on the 
day after Thanksgiving. This 
year, that’s Nov. 26. 

Here are five predictions 
from retail experts about 
Black Friday 2021 — plus, 
how you can navigate the 
Upcoming sales. 

1. SUPPLY CHAINS WILL BE 
STRETCHED 

Supply chain complications 
due to the pandemic have 
caused delays or shortages 
of items as varied as toys, 
furniture and books. Com- 
panies may have fo pivot 
their Black Friday selling 
strategies as a result. 
“Retailers might focus on 
specific items rather than 
trying to have a huge 
range of everything,” says 
Mathew Isaac, professor 
of marketing at Seattle Uni- 
versity. 

As stores focus on getting 
the most in-demand items 
on their shelves, don't ex- 
oect them fo carry as many 
sizes, styles or variations of 
everything else, he adds. 
This outcome could be a 
big change from the 50- 
page Black Friday adver- 
tisements we’ve seen from 
big-box retailers in the past. 
2. ONLINE SALES WILL OUT- 
PACE IN-STORE SALES 






es | 
| 
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Best Buy kicks-off holiday season with earlier Black Friday and Black Friday prices guaranteed. 


Black Friday has been 
trending toward an online 
shopping day rather than 
an in-person event. That 
shift will only continue this 
yeor. 

“People are definitely go- 
ing to be interested in Black 
Friday and excited about if, 
but the bulk of the activity 
is going to be online,” says 
Donna Hoffman , professor 
of marketing at the George 
Washington School of Busi- 
ness in Washington, D.C. 
“That's my prediction.” 
Shopping from home al- 
lows consumers to avoid 
crowds and stay safe dur- 
ing the pandemic. It’s also 
conducive to bargain hunt- 
ing and price Comparison, 
offering a low-stress way to 


browse multiple stores at 
the same time in pursuit of 
the best price. 

“| think this year, compared 
to last year, there’s even 
more of a focus on bud- 
get,” Hoffman adds. 

Those who do set foot in 
stores won't necessarily do 
so because they found a 
better deal there. Instead, 
Hoffman anticioates shop- 
pers will go fo stores if 
they’re unable to find what 
they wanted in stock on- 
line. But Hoffman predicts 
that small businesses will 
attract in-person shoppers, 
particularly if that business 
has a sustainable mission. 
3. SHOPPERS WILL GET MORE 
SLEEP 

That shift to online shopping 


P&G raising prices fo offset higher 
commodity, freight costs 


NEW YORK (AP) — Proctor & 
Gamble Is raising prices on 
a range of goods as high- 
er commodity and freight 
costs are set to take a bite 
out of its profits. 

The maker of Pampers dia- 
pers, Tide detergent and 
Crest toothpaste said Tues- 
day it has been raising pric- 
es on product lines includ- 
ing baby, family, home and 
fabric care. In the last few 
weeks, if has started tell- 
ing retailers that it will boost 
prices on more categories 
including grooming, — skin 
care and oral care. 


“The degree and timing of 
these moves are very spe- 
cific to the category, brand 
and sometimes the prod- 
uct form within a brand,” 
Chief Financial Officer An- 
dre Schulten said during a 
call to discuss quarterly re- 
sults. “This is not a one-size- 
fits-all approach.” 

Schulten said the Cincin- 
nati company now expects 
a commodity hit of $2.1 bil- 
lion in fiscal 2022. That’s up 
from an estimated $1.8 bil- 
lion in July. 

P&G also sees higher trans- 
portation costs, reflecting 


in part a shortage of truck 
drivers and soaring diesel 
fuel costs. In July, the com- 
pany estimated that would 
cost an extra $100 million 
this fiscal year. Tuesday, the 
consumer goods maker 
doubled that estimate to 
$200 million. 

Combined, the $2.3 billion 
in higher costs will lower fis- 
cal 2022 earnings by about 
90 cents per share. 

Last week the Labor De- 
oartment reported that 
wholesale prices rose a 
record 8.6% in September 
compared to a year ago, 


Associated Press 


could have another side 
effect — more sleep. 
Because of COVID-19, 
stores no longer packed 
shoppers in during the 
“wee hours” of Black Friday 
last year, Sheri Lambert , as- 
sistant professor of market- 
ing at Temple University in 
Philadelphia, said by email. 
Many stores abandoned 
their late-night Thanksgiv- 
ing hours last year. And ma- 
jor retailers have already 
announced plans to stay 
closed this Thanksgiving 
Day, as well. 

After the changes that took 
hold last year, Lambert 
doesn't foresee the “mad 
rush of in-person shopping” 
returning anytime soon. So 
shoppers can sit back and 





Tin 


make purchases from their 
couch (or bed) instead of 
having to camp out on the 
sidewalk in front of their lo- 
cal Target or Best Buy. 

4. HOLIDAY SHOPPING WILL 
BE A MARATHON 

Black Friday sale events 
will start early and last for 
a long time, according 
to Lambert. This “mara- 
thon” approach is similar 
to what happened last 
year, when deals were of- 
fered throughout the entire 
month of November. 

But unlike Black Friday 
events before the pan- 
demic, spread-out savings 
opportunities don’t mean 
shoppers should wait to 
shop in anticipation of bet- 
ter deals fo come. Lambert 
said retailers are starting to 
communicate to consum- 
ers that they should start 
buying for the holiday sea- 
son now, in light of global 
shipping bottlenecks. 

You might not be guaran- 
teed fo receive your pur- 
chases before Christmas. 

5. PERSUASION WILL PERSIST 
Finally, tt wouldn't be Black 
Friday without a little bit 
of pressure. Remember, 
retailers want you fo buy 
that shiny new whatever-it- 
might-be, even if you don’t 
necessarily need it. 

Isaac says retailers make a 
substantial percentage of 
their yearly revenues during 
this 75- to 90-day period, 
“so they're going to do ev- 
erything they can to try to 
get you to shop, as long as 
they have the product.’L) 





In this Thursday, July 9, 2015, file snot: the Proctor & Gamble 
headquarters complex is seen in downtown Cincinnati. 


the largest advance since 
the 12-month change was 
first calculated in 2010. The 
jump in inflation this year re- 
flects higher prices for food 
and energy. Core inflation 


Associated Press 


at the wholesale level, ex- 
cluding volatile energy and 
food, was up 0.2% in Sep- 
tember from August and 
was 6.8% higher over the 
past 12 months.LJ 
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USDA rethinks approach fo controlling 
salmonella in poultry 


By JOSH FUNK 

Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Fecd- 
eral health officials are re- 
thinking their approach to 
controlling salmonella in 
poultry plants in the hope of 
reducing the number of ill- 
nesses linked to the bacte- 
ria each year, and on Tues- 
day the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture announced 
several steps it plans to 
take to achieve that goal. 
The USDA says the industry 
has succeeded in reducing 
the level of salmonella con- 
tamination found in poultry 
plants in recent years, but 
that hasn't translated into 
the reduction in illnesses 
the agency wants to see. 
Poultry is linked to roughly 
23% of the 1.35 million sal- 
monella infections in the 
U.S. each year that lead to 
roughly 26,500 hospitaliza- 
tions and 420 deaths, and 
those numbers haven't 
changed much. Salmo- 
nella typically causes diar- 
rhea, fever and stomach 





In this Dec. 12, 2019, file photo workers process chickens at a 
poultry plant, in Fremont, Neb. 


cramps, and severe cases 
require hospital care. 

So the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture plans to set up 
pilot projects to try chang- 
ing the way It tests for sal- 
monella in plants and to try 
encouraging the industry 
to do more on the farm to 
reduce the amount of bac- 
teria on chickens before 
they enter the plant. The 
agency also plans to hold 
a series of meetings with in- 


Associated Press 


dustry officials and interest- 
ed groups to discuss other 
ways to reduce the risk of 
salmonella illnesses. 

“This is deeper, more tar- 
geted and more system- 
based approach than in 
the past,” Agriculture Sec- 
retary Tom Vilsack said. 
“The hope is that we can 
significantly reduce the risk 
of these serious cases and 
it's certainly worth the ef- 
fort.” L) 





Manatee deaths rise in Florida as 
pollutants kill seagrass 


By BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Manatees have starved 
to death by the hundreds 
along Florida's east coast 
because algae blooms 
and contaminants are kill- 
ing the seagrass the be- 
loved seq mammals eaf, a 
wildlife official told a House 
committee Tuesday. 


' eee ad Lr a a 

In this Dec. 28, 2010, file photo, a group of manatees are in a 
canal where discharge from a nearby Florida Power & Light 
plant warms the water in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


Seagrass has been deéci- 
mated in the’ 156-mile- 
long Indian River Lagoon 
and neighboring areas. 
The aquatic plant thrives 
in clear, sandy water, but 
murkier water because of 
the algae and pollutants 
has made it harder for sea- 
grass to survive, said Melissa 
Tucker, director of the Divi- 
sion of Habitat and Species 





Associated Press 


Conservation at the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conserva- 
tion Commission. 

“Our statewide death 
count from all sources has 
been higher than it’s ever 
been reported before,” 
Tucker told the House State 
Affairs Committee. “This is a 
starvation issue. There's not 
enough seagrasses that 
are available to the mana- 
tees.” 

Officials noticed a sharp 
rise in manatee deaths 
from December through 
May, when the sea cows 
congregate in warm woa- 
ters. During that period, 677 
manatees died, when typi- 
cally only 156 die, Tucker 
said.While manatee mor- 
tality leveled out after May, 
when the mammals extend 
their range in summer and 
fall, the state has recorded 
968 manatee deaths in 
2021, with more than two 
months left in the year. The 
previous annual high was 
830 deaths in 2013, Tucker 
said.L]} 
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HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort , 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Week 39 room # 3028 

Pool/ Ocean view 

Price: $ 8500 

Call: 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleyadventures.com 
Private Islands Tours & Trans- 
fers 

36 years expierence 

Call : 011-297-699-3880 
-011--297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Time - Share Owners 

Condo and Houses 

Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years doing 
Honest bussiness 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Costa Linda Beach resort 
Right eagle Beach 

2 bedroom 2 bath 

Week 41 and 42 

Room #1023 ground floor 
Pool /ocean View 
Price:$25K both weeks 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Br week #41 room #2517 

1 Br week #42 room #2501 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private island 

1 BR week # 42 room #2136 
Ground floor ocean view 
Price :$ 4 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Resort 

Eagle Beach 

Studio WK 43 room #3205 
C-building with elevator 

10 weeks remain on contract 
Price :$4K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

Golf course 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished with a garage 
Ocean view Price :$450K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 bedroom 2bath ground floor 
$800K 

2 Bedroom 2bath 5th floor 
$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Coald coast 

2 bedroom 3 bath $280K 
3 bedroom 3 bath $435K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

2 bedroom , 2 bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 1 bath 

Week # 44 and 45 room # 706 
33 weeks remain 

Price : $ 18 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Palm Aruba 

Palm beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath 

Price : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





= Time Share Resales + Realty 


! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
| Forup to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 


! www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
7 johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 


: www.halleyadventures.com 
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Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

5 bedroom 3 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price : $600 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season 

1 Beroom , 1 Bath 

Ocean View 

Price : $6 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HEALTH 





DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 


el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 
Police 100 










Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 
Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 





General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Review: Denis Villeneuve’s doom-laden, dynamite ‘Dune’ 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

A cool wind sweeps through 
the sands of “Dune,” Denis 
Villeneuve’s chilly, majestic 
adaptation of Frank Her- 
bert’s classic 1965 science- 
fiction novel. 

Hot as if may be on Arra- 
kis, the desert planet that 
draws the universe’s most 
powerful interests to_ its 
mineral-rich but  inhospi- 
table sands, Villeneuve’s 
film is a solemn slow burn. 
This “Dune,” a cool-head- 
ed colossus, erects a mas- 
sive, brutalist architecture 
of otherworldly science- 
fiction to craft a big-screen 
spectacle of thundering 
splendor. 

It is, fo be sure, rather cool 
to the touch. Villeneuve 
does atmospheric exteriors 
more than he does emo- 
tional interiors. In muted 
monochrome shades, rich 
textures and deep sonic 
soundscapes, his specialty 
— already familiar in the 
deep shadows of “Sicario,” 
“Arrival” and “Blade Run- 
ner 2049” — is invoking a 
severe OMINOUSNESS. 

So “Dune” is a more som- 
ber trip into the desert than, 
say, the ferociously frenetic 
“Mad Max: Fury Road.” Its 
tale of oppression and mes- 
sianic fervor, though, does 
— like the book — recall 
“Lawrence of Arabia.” In- 
stead of Peter O’Toole and 
his aflame blue eyes laying 








This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Timothee Chalamet, left, and Rebecca 
Ferguson in a scene from “Dune.” 


siege at Aqaba, we have 
Timothee Chalamet seizing 
power, potentially, on Arra- 
kis. There. Is. Another. 
Herbert's opus, forged out 
of the Cold War and dawn- 
ing environmental dread, 
begat a cottage industry 
of sequels but has before 
now made curiously little 
headway into wider popu- 
lar culture. 

David Lynch’s much-derid- 
ed 1984 film, which even he 
disavowed, didn't help. 
This version, which debuts 
Thursday evening in the- 
afters and on HBO Max, Is 
a second stab at turning 


“Dune” into a wide-screen 
event. And considering 
the dozens of entries in the 
book series, “Dune” could 
just as surely as the “spice” 
in the Arrakis sands be 
mined for more. “Dune” is 
optimistically subtitled “Part 
One,” adapting just the first 
half of the 1965 tome. 

The easiest criticism of the 
film is that it doesn’t rise to 
a climax but withers away 
in the dunes. That bothered 
me less. | was transported 
enough to just hope “Dune” 
— which is well worth seek- 
ing out in theaters rather 
than at home — does well 


Associated Press 


enough to lead to a part 
Two. 

Villeneuve has streamlined 
the book in a script by him, 
Jon Spaihts and Eric Roth. 
That has lost some of the 
novel’s eccentricities, but 
it has also made coherent 
an ambitious epic. Here, 
“Dune” is an operatic par- 
able of power and exploi- 
tation, with an ecologi- 
cal resonance that's only 
grown more relevant. 

With a princely sense of 
destiny, Chalamet plays 
Paul, whose father Duke 
Leto (Oscar Isaac) is head 
of House Atreides, one of 


several governing fiefdoms. 
The spice on Arrakis, which 


makes interstellar travel 
possible and has other 
mind-expanding capa- 


bilities, has long been har- 
vested by the fascist House 
Harkonnen, as overseen by 
Baron Vladimir Harkonnen 
(played by a grotesquely 
swollen Stellan Skarsgard, 
with nods to Marlon Bran- 
do in “Apocalypse Now”). 
But for unknown reasons, 
a switcheroo has been or- 
dered. 

Harvesting spice is no easy 
task, though. It’s oppres- 
sively hot. There are mam- 
moth sandworms. And 
the local Fremen (among 
whom is Zendaya’s Chani) 
resent their ‘“out-worlder” 
overlords. 

Leto hopes to begin a 
friendly collaboration with 
the Freman but quickly 
finds their operation sabo- 
taged at every step. When 
things turn violent, atten- 
tion turns to Paul, who has 
been trained in swordplay 
by Gurney Halleck (Josh 
Brolin) and mentored by his 
mother, Lady Jessica (Re- 
becca Ferguson, fabulous) 
in “the way” — a mysterious 
mind-controlling power. 
The Freman believe he 
could be a_ prophesied 
savior. Whether “Dune” will 
tweak the white savior set- 
Up will ultimately, though, 
have to wait for a possible 
sequel.L) 





Center in Newark, N.J. 


By J. LANDRUM Jr. 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
Grammys will stick to its 
word with the public re- 
lease of the full inclusion 
rider to ensure equity and 
inclusion in hiring on all lev- 
els of production for next 








In this Oct. 10, 2017, file photo, various Grammy Awards are 
displayed at the Grammy Museum Experience at Prudential 


Associated Press 


year’s ceremony. 

The Recording Academy 
released on Tuesday an 
eight-page document 
detailing the rider's pur- 
poses and objectives. The 
agreement requires pro- 
ducers to recruit and hire 
more diverse candidates 


Grammys release inclusion 
requirement to ensure diverse show 


backstage and in front of 
the camera for the 64th 
annual awards ceremony 
On aiisot 

Academy CEO Harvey 
Mason jr. said he’s proud 
of the initiative and hopes 
the concept can “move 
the needle.” The acade- 
my announced the adop- 
tion of the inclusion rider in 
August. 

“The inclusion rider ts 
something that will pro- 
vide an opportunity for 
people that may not have 
had one before,” he said 
IN a recent interview. 
“That's really important to 
me. | wouldn't be here if 
someone didn’t give me 


an opportunity. I’m trying 
to make pathways and 
make sure there’s areas 
for people to work into 
a system and climb their 
way through.” 

The rider requires Grammy 
producers to audition, in- 
terview and hire onstage 
and offstage people from 
groups thal have been 
historically and systemati- 
cally excluded from the 
industry. Riders are adden- 
dums to contracts. 

The academy's initiative 
was created in partnershio 
with several groups includ- 
ing the Color of Change; 
inclusion rider co-authors 
Kaloagna Kotagal and 


Fanshen Cox DiGiovanni: 
Ryan Butler, the founding 
director of Warner Music/ 
Blavatnik Center for Music 
Business at Howard Univer- 
sity; and Valeisha Butter- 
field Jones, co-president of 
the Recording Academy. 
Kotagal, a civil rights attor- 
ney, said the rider includes 
four key elements that 
will drive improvement for 
reoresentation and equity. 
She said there’s a commit- 
ment to diversifying hiring 
pools, benchmarks and 
targets for hiring, collec- 
tion and analysis of appli- 
cant and hiring data and 
strict accountability mea- 
sures. LJ 











By JOHN PYE 

AP Sports Writer 

Elite tennis players are be- 
ing urged to get a CO- 
VID-19 = vaccination = or 
risk missing the Australian 
Open next January. 
Victoria Premier Daniel An- 
drews, whose state hosts 
the season-opening major 
at Melbourne Park, has al- 
ready introduced a vac- 
cine mandate for profes- 
sional athletes competing 
in domestic sports leagues 
and people working in 
some industries. 

On Tuesday, he increased 
the pressure on tennis play- 
ers traveling from abroad. 
"| don't think any unvaccl- 
nated tennis player is go- 
ing to get a visa to come 
into this country," Andrews 
said. ‘If they did get a visa, 
they'd probably have to 
quarantine for a couple of 
weeks when no other play- 
ers will have to." 

Australia's federal Immigra- 
tion Minister Alex Hawke 
said the policy for all in- 
coming arrivals, including 
international athletes, will 
be the same. 

“Our health advice is that 
when we open the bor- 
ders everyone that comes 
to Australia will have to 
be  double-vaccinated," 
Hawke told the Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. early 
Wednesday. 

Australia is preparing to 
re-open its international 
borders for the first time in 
more than 18 months, but 
it'll be a gradual, state-by- 
state process starting next 
month and will depend on 
vaccination rates across 
the country. 

Fully vaccinated people 
will have fewer restrictions 
in Australia than those who 
are not. 

The vaccination debate 
has been ongoing In tennis 
since international compe- 
tition started re-emerging 
following a global shut- 
down last year. 

Some players, including 
men's No. 1 Novak Djokov- 
ic, have advocated that 
the decision to get the vac- 
cine should be a personal 
choice. Others, including 
Andy Murray, have said it 
should be mandated for 
the good of the majority. 
Djokovic, who has won the 


Australian Open title a re- 
cord nine times and shares 
the men's Grand Slam re- 
cord of 20 titles with Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal, 
hasn't confirmed whether 
he has been vaccinated 
for COVID-19. If he doesn't 
get vaccinated, he risks 
missing the tournament he 
has won for the last three 
years. 

Australia's immigration min- 
ister didn't think there'd be 
any exceptions, for any- 
one. 

‘| have a message to ev- 
eryone who wishes to visit 
Australia, you'll need to 
be double vaccinated," 
Hawke told the ABC. "That's 
Qa universal application, not 
just to tennis players." 

At the U.S. Open, which 
ended Sept. 12, soecta- 
tors had to show proof of 


at least one dose of a CO- 
VID-19 vaccine to attend 
matches, although players 
weren't required to get a 
shot. 

Victoria Azarenka, a two- 
time Australian Open 
champion and three-time 
runner-up aft the U.S. Open, 
thought that sent a mixed 
message. She reached 
the U.S. Open final in 2020, 
when there were no fans 
allowed. 

"To me that's a bit bizarre 
that fans have to be vaccli- 
nated and players are not,” 
Azarenka said. "So | think 
that in my opinion, it's in- 
evitable that it will be man- 
dated at some point, like 
other leagues are doing." 
Both the men's and the 
womens tours are recom- 
mending all players get 
vaccinated but so far have 
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Feb. 21, 2021, file photo Serbia's Novak Djokovic holds the Nor- 
man Brookes Challenge Cup after defeating Russia's Daniil 
Medvedev in the men's singles final at the Australian Open ten- 
nis championship in Melbourne, Australia. 


not enforced it. Just before 
the U.S. Open, roughly half 
of the elite male and fe- 
male players were vaccli- 
nated. 

Ahead of the Australian 
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Open earlier this year, all 
players had to quaran- 
tine for two weeks and be 
regularly tested under Aus- 
tralia's strict regulations on 
COVID-19 measures. 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 


Baie RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 
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NFL is kicking off 7 2M responsible betting campaign 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) 
— The NFL is spending $6.2 
million to helo expand pro- 
grams to prevent or treat 
problem gambling across 
the country. 

The league is launching a 
responsible betting _initia- 
tive aimed at getting fans 
to set limits on their wagers, 
understand the risks of bet- 
ting and know where to 
get help if things get out of 
hand. It is partnering with 
the National Council on 
Problem Gambling to im- 
prove the group’s nation- 
wide help line, create new 
treatment programs and 
expand existing ones, and 
educate football fans who 
gamble on how to do so re- 
sponsibly. 

A three-year effort will in- 
clude in-game messaging, 
social media outreach, 
broadcast, print and in-sta- 
dium messaging. Some of it 
will target people who are 
too young to legally gam- 
ble but may feel tempted 
to do so. 

More than 45 million Ameri- 
cans say they plan fo bet 
on NFL games this year, ac- 
cording to the American 
Gaming Association, the 
casino industry’s national 
trade group. That’s an in- 
crease of 36% from last 
year. 

“Sports betting is supposed 
to be fun,” said Christopher 
Halpin, the NFL’s executive 
vice president, chief strat- 





In this Friday, March 19, 2021, file photo, people line up to make sports bets at the Borgata casino 


in Atlantic City, N.J. 


egy and growth officer. 
“We feel it is critical that the 
NFL uses the power of our 
voice to educate and en- 
courage fans who choose 
to gamble to do so in a 
safe and responsible way. 
We also recognize that re- 
sponsible betting programs 
across the country are un- 
der-resourced, especially 
as legalization spreads na- 
tionwide.” 

Keith Whyte, executive di- 
rector of the council, said 
the NFL’s funding will en- 
able if to “exponentially” 
expand its advocacy, 


awareness and assistance 
efforts regarding problem 
gambling. 

“We will be able to help so 
many more people as a 
result of this,” he said. “The 
NFL has set an example for 
the other professional sports 
leagues who also need to 
realize their obligation to 
address the downside of 
sports betting as much as 
they embrace the upside.” 
Whyte said about 2% of the 
U.S. population has a gam- 
bling problem, but among 
those who have gambled 
within the last 12 months, 
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the rate is 5%. 

He said the need for com- 
pulsive gambling _ treat- 
ment and prevention has 
grown since New Jersey 
won a U.S. Supreme Court 
case in 2018 clearing the 
way for all 50 states to of- 
fer legal sports betting. Half 
the states currently do. 
“We think the risk has dou- 
bled since then,” Whyte 
said. 

He said the council is see- 
INg more respondents to 
its surveys say they believe 
gambling is a good way 
to make money, that they 


frequently rely on it as a 
way to pay for daily living 
expenses, and that they 
lie about their gambling to 
family members — alll indi- 
cators of a potential gam- 
bling problem. 

Whyte said the council 
plans to offer grants to lo- 
cal groups fo develop 
programs aimed at young 
people, including those un- 
der the legal gambling age 
Or 21. 

“By the time kids come to 
college, the majority of stu- 
dent-athletes has already 
bet on sports,” he said. 
Whyte said talks are un- 
derway that could lead to 
similar agreements with the 
NBA, Major League Base- 
ball and the Women’s Ten- 
nis Association. 

The NFL says it will work 
with its official sports bet- 
ting partners — Caesars 
Entertainment, DraftKings 
and FanDuel — to share in- 
formation and support the 
effort. Each of those sports 
betting operators has de- 
veloped its own responsible 
gambling program. 
“Anyone with a role in legal 
gaming shares a mutual 
interest and critical role in 
reducing the incidence of 
and harm caused by prob- 
lem gambling,” said Chris 


Holdren, co-president of 
Caesars Digital. 
A central message of 


the campaign will be 
the slogan “Stick to Your 
Game Plan. Always Bet 
Responsibly.) 





~~ 





Arizona Cardinals quarterback Kyler Murray (1) throws a 
9-yard touchdown pass to wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins 
(10) during the second half of an NFL football game against 
the Cleveland Browns, Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021, in Cleveland. 


By SIMMI BUTTAR 
AP Pro Football Writer 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
birds in the desert are still 
flying high. And as the 
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NFL’s only remaining un- 
beaten team, the Cardi- 
nals retained the top spot 
in the latest AP Pro32 poll. 
The Cardinals received alll 


Arizona Cardinals flying solo at top of 


latest AP Pro32 poll 


12 first-olace votes for 384 
points in balloting Tuesday 
by media members who 
regularly cover the NEL. 

The Arizona Cardinals 
improved to 6-0 on the 
season with a 37-14 vic- 
tory over the injury-riddled 
Cleveland Browns on Sun- 
day. “The Browns need to 
get their offensive tackles 
back for the sake of both 
QB Baker Mayfield and the 
offense,” said Rick Gosse- 
lin of the Talk of Fame Net- 
work. “Left tackle Jedrick 
Wills and right tackle Jack 
Conklin are both former 


(eo Ones an chelis cia 
Pro Bowl-caliber talents. 
But Wills missed the last 
two games with an ankle 
injury and Conklin the last 
game with a knee injury. 
“The Browns have lost the 
last two games fo fall to 3-3 
and Mayfield was sacked 
a season-high five times in 
last week's loss to the Car- 
dinals,”” Gosselin said. 

The Cardinals will try to stay 
Unbeaten as they host the 
reeling Houston Texans 
on Sunday. “Proved in 
Cleveland that they will 
be tough as long as (Ky- 


ler) Murray stays healthy,” 
Fox Sports’ John Czarnecki 
said of Arizona. 

The defending champion 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
moved up a spot fo No. 2 
after topping the Philadel- 
ohia Eagles last week. 
Lamar Jackson and the 
Baltimore Ravens climbed 
three spots to No. 3 after 
routing the Los Angeles 
Chargers 34-6 for their fifth 
win in a row and the best 
record in the AFC. The 
Chargers fell three spots 
to No. 8 as they enter their 
bye week. (J 








